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Bryande Murray writes for her mother and others who have fought cancer

By Hachel

HEW SALEM - Bryande
Murray was only & years old
when her mather wis diagnsssd
with breast cancer. Mow, at age
24, ahe has self:published a chil-
dren’s bask aboul her mother's
expariancy, called Mommy v
ke Aondter.,

*Whan | wrote it for har, 1
never thought anyons else woald
appreciats it,” Bryands said.

Hryagde asd ber mother de-
cided to try and get the book
puhlished.

“I had no clue whai [ was do-
ing,” Mre. Murray sadd. *1 got a
pelf-publishing book that wai my

*When I wrote it for her, I never thought
anyone ¢lse would appreciate it."

Maryans Murray has been
ipeAsl caneer sarvivor for neary
B yoara

Her daughter, Bryandas, con-
iders ber mom a hero,

Bryands bBowught an album,
e thought about what she felt
val modl remarkable about her
webhar, dva Wald The Baterprise.
That, eha eaid, was haw sha sue-
sived Breast cances.,

She wrote a poam and drew
astrations for esch page. and
mave her mom Ehe completed
sl For Mothee's Day e 2004,

*Evaoryons jusl went naks®
Beyands aald, Her mother, whi
marks fer the Slate Palica,
abiowred all her friends gnd ¢o-
warkers, and everyvone wailed a
copy, s eaid.

bibde for eight mentha,” she sadd,

Mra. Murray did most of Lthe
legmork tr gob the ook pub-
Hahed, and Bryande ncied as n
conaultant, sho sakd.

Both Murray womes will bo ot
a bsok-gigniag en Halurday,
Bept. 33, at tho Bk Howse in
Stuyvesant Plaza froas nooa us-
thl 1:30 pm. Copies of the baok
can be purchased for $16.85,
with 30 parcent of the procesds
bwing denated Lo o cancer char
ily. Mommy ve, the Monaler can
also b purchased at Beaders o

TR 54

Ths 20.page hardoover book
has a saries of rhyming couplets,
hand-written by Bryande. with
colarlal, carlesn deawisgs, also
by Bryande. One page, lor ex-

mom iS One oF +he braves:
ople | have ever met.

A

Thee Enlarpros el et

This daring mother-danghler dio feekied the ok of sl publishing o childrens boak, Maraan
Murray, left, is @ breasi cancer snrvivor of anerly 16 wars, and ber dasghten Brmade, i3 the auibor of
the book, hlemmy wa, the Momater. They il boslf a book-migning on Sepd. 23 ot the Bosk Houss of

Stuyeesand Plasa,

ample, shows the mvom with
boxing gloves, fighting the man-
sber, and reads: “Hhe fought he
monater all the time, morning.
mesom wnd might.”

The book has & message of oc-
complishment amd cournge, ¢as
pable of towthing children and
pdulia allks. “When somesanc
wiho isn't a kid can appreciate ik,
that's really ssmething.”
Beynrds said.

Both Murrays aay thal Lhey
are surprised at hew weall the
Boak has bsen recvived Shus far.
They have already sold 50 cop-

o,
*[ kmew [t was going o ba nioe,
Bt | had no kes it was going Lo

stunned, aha told The Eaferprise,
"I conslda’t ewen spoak,” she said.

“Bha walked in the door, snd
wad in lears,” Bryande remem-
barad.

My dad never knew how Lo
expduin it,” sha sabd, s they kepl
it simple: *Momnmy's sick.”

"I’l"h!}'l you are learsing things
yoarsell, bew da teazh
thildrant. Bryacils rhetorially
aakid,

Brynads rélied oa her older
sister, Jagsglls, who waa 13, to
Eelp bor understand. “1 could
sk har qissations that | couldn't
ask my parents,” she sald. "Shs
stopped boing the tormentimg
slder gistor,”

‘Every cancer i3 like an ambush.’

bep phils mlee,” Bra. Murray sxid,
adding, “[L waa wall, well worth
ke aifort”

Ini an author's note at the and
of her bock, Brrande writes: Tt
i far her and others who have
fought this diseass, or may be in
the process, that [ wrobs thia
beok. | hopa that it gives cour-
ape and strength to them, and
shieds some light en what a
child's perspective is on such &

terribla diseane.
=M shek™
As an . 1t was &ifM-
eult o understand what was

happendag, Bryands aaid. =
ﬁ-;m--mm-u-u
pring om,” aha sabd.

Thea day that Mro. Murray was
tedd she had cancer, sha was

Mre. Muarray eaid that her
hasband, Timothy, did research
|m the library, and would call the
cagear hetling for hee, when ahe
wak Loo omolisaal Lo maks Uhe
call harsedl,

*My hushand abssrbed every-
thimg,” sha said. Some peaple
avan thought he was im the
miedical feld becanss he was so
well informeed, #ha said.

AR the time of her diagnadis,
Murray had two infected nodes,
which, sha sald, sulomatically
calegurizes e cancer at stage T

Sha kad o partial masbeciomy,
amd went through bolh rediates
ard chemotherapy Srealmenis,
Mre. Murray ssid. The trest-
memiis &l ther lasted over &
your, she

Thae Bealing process

I Ber searly 16 years of befng
canger Cred, Mra. Murray has
b nctive and ocutspokes in
supporting sibers who hawe the

, o who have survied i
ibemnsolved, ale aaid

“"You jual want fo do some-
thing Lo haelp find n cure™ Mrs
Murray said.

Bhie has found cemforl asd
support for nenrly sly veass from
[ 111 lZIl.I'll!A'.'l||:|ﬂ:‘lI Eamp faF womsn
kiowi ns Camgp Bravelwarls, [E
1 & msl-for-prolit organization
that ellers women with cancer &
warioly of weckend relreats with
different, themsea

Mrs. Murray says it is wery
importaat to her that sha go Lo
ome of the retreats every yoar, =l
feel so smpeswored by thors
wWiinen, ahe i,

*You get together with thess
wormsen and you don't have o
talk abeut your cancer, but it s
there if yom neod i1." she sakd,

Mre. Muarray hns nlso Caken
part in the Hace fer the Cure,
which raises mosey fer breast
canger fedsarech.

Mri. Murray is a fun and b
ng waman who wears o Warm
Emila an har face, bat, Bryande
exid, she lives in fear that, dewn
the moad, sne of her dasughters
mighk get cancer.

“Evary cancer ia like an am-
[T ande said, “Webady
can kide froem iL" Mol oven um-
deserviag pola,

Tha arfays wars nal pre=
pared whan their 7-year-old
Phoths, ot sick with mm
died, “Thal waa roally tough foe
my mem,” Dryande sald.
“Fhoehe didn't smoke ciga-
reffes,” ghe said, alluding ta
unfulreeas of ithe mluatios "New
shie's our angel,” ahe said,
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